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Context 

At Jubilee High School we understand the importance of literacy in enabling our students to 

discover, succeed and achieve not only whilst they are at school but into their adult life. We believe 

that language and literacy is not only fundamental to the overall development of children and their 

access to all curriculum areas but also to their place in society. An ability to communicate effectively, 

both orally and in writing, and to be exposed to and given the chance to read, analyse and discuss a 

wide range of texts is essential if children are to achieve their potential throughout their school days 

and into their adult life. At Jubilee High School we are passionate about equipping our students with 

the necessary literacy skillset and providing access to appropriate and challenging reading material. 

This is a responsibility shared amongst our whole staff body, with the vital role literacy plays in 

preparing our students for life beyond education a core focus that is embraced by all. We aim to 

ensure that literacy is included as an integral part of our curriculum and that each member of staff 

contributes towards this common goal. 

Objectives 

Our school development plan for the academic year 2022-2023 outlines 2 key objectives for literacy 

development within the school: 

✓ Whole school focus on developing the literacy of all learners through programmes that 

engage and benefit all 

✓ Re-establish reading as an integral part of the curriculum. Foster a love of ‘reading for 

pleasure’ to improve chronological reading age 

Literacy Policy 

The literacy policy is underpinned by a whole school focus in the following areas: 

Vocabulary 

✓ Delivery of vocabulary is a key part of teaching in all subjects 

✓ Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary are explicitly taught, utilised and referred to in each subject 

✓ Word of the Week (WoW) is delivered as part of the tutor literacy programme and develops 

knowledge of Tier 2 vocabulary across all subjects. 

✓ Etymology and morphology are used to assist pupils in the teaching of more complex 

disciplinary vocabulary 

✓ Students are encouraged to repeat complex vocabulary 

Delivery 

✓ Emphasises that all teachers are teachers of literacy 

✓ The Jubilee High Literacy Policy outlines the expectations for extended writing tasks and is 

referred to during Applied Learning Time (ALT) 

✓ Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary is available to all students within lessons and on the school 

website 

✓ Regular retrieval tasks, low stakes testing and memory checks are utilised to ensure 

vocabulary is embedded 

✓ Extended writing tasks provide the opportunity for students to apply their literacy 

knowledge 



 
 

Progress 

✓ Lucid testing and KS2 data is used to provide baseline data for each pupil (eg reading age) 

✓ Data is utilised to ensure all pupils are challenged and making progress 

✓ Subjects refer to assessment data in order to monitor progress 

✓ Staff are committed to focusing on literacy within their verbal and written feedback 

Reading 

✓ Reading Fluency refers to the importance of having designated reading, comprehension and 

vocabulary practice as a part of both subject curriculum and whole school planning 

✓ The school demonstrates a positive ethos and culture of reading, including the utilisation of 

the BRC (where appropriate), reading for pleasure and access to challenging and appropriate 

texts 

✓ Pupils are given the chance to read a range of text types through classwork and homework 

with EDI at the heart of the texts chosen 

✓ Departments recommend books for further study and interest 

✓ Reading strategies used to help develop strategic reading (predictions, summarising, 

questioning, clarifying) 

Intervention 

✓ Interventions are data driven and focus on accelerated progress for those with the lowest 

literacy 

✓ Bespoke intervention plans are in place to develop literacy for each year group 

✓ Teaching assistants are deployed to provide in class support to those with the lowest literacy 

levels 

✓ Scaffolding is utilised to support students in accessing tasks 

✓ Staff are aware of those students who are below reading age and adopt specific strategies to 

support 

Oracy 

✓ Staff uphold consistently high expectations with regards to their spoken communication 

with students, modelling grammatically correct interactions at all times 

✓ Focus is placed on reading aloud (by staff and students) and providing the opportunity for 

oracy tasks, debates and discussions 

✓ Paired and group work form an integral part of curriculum planning at all levels 

✓ Opportunities for public speaking are planned at a whole school, class, subject and tutor 

level 

Monitoring 

The literacy policy as outlined in this document will be monitored through: 
 

✓ Assessment data (Lucid, in class assessments, intervention data, termly reporting, FFT) 
✓ Termly departmental literacy audits 
✓ Learning Walks 
✓ Lesson Observations 
✓ Book Scrutiny 
✓ Student, staff and parent surveys 

 


